
 
 
 

 
Northern Credit Union and 
Countryside Federal Credit Union 
Announce Partnership 
Both financially sound Watertown-based Northern CU 
and East Syracuse-based Countryside FCU aim to 
merge by September 1. 
 
WATERTOWN & EAST SYRACUSE, N.Y. (June 21, 2022) – 
Northern Credit Union and Countryside Federal Credit Union 
are proud to announce an anticipated merger that will result in 
greater financial advantages for the area communities served. 
This partnership will provide ten locations in Northern and 
Central New York. The intended merger of Countryside 
Federal CU into Northern Credit Union will be finalized in the 
fall following an anticipated positive vote by the members of 
Countryside Federal Credit Union on August 1, 2022.  
 

“Our goal is to put our members first in all that we do, and this is a great example of how we’re 
continuing this mission,” said Ben Gasser, CEO of Countryside Federal FCU. “This merger 
partnership will secure our long-term viability for our membership,” further commented Gasser. Dan 
St. Hilaire, Northern Credit Union’s President and CEO, also commented by saying “At Northern, 
our mission is to improve the financial lives of those we serve through empowerment and 
personalized solutions. When two healthy credit unions such as Northern and Countryside unite, it 
strengthens our ability to thrive and deliver better financial solutions to our member-owners.”  
 
Northern is committed to retaining employees of both credit unions. As part of the transition, 
Countryside will convert to a state-chartered credit union. The Countryside name will be preserved, 
as a Division of Northern Credit Union. 
 
This partnership would create a credit union offering more than ever before. In planning for the 
future, both credit unions saw a combined organization would bring much greater strength and 
competitive advantages than each could provide on its own. Together, the partnership will create a 
synergy of the vision, people, experience, capabilities, and resources of two strong credit unions, 
benefiting members, communities, and employees for the long-term. 
 
About Northern Credit Union 
Northern Credit Union is a growing, federally insured financial institution and a leading provider of a full range 
of financial services to anyone who lives, works, worships or regularly conducts business in Jefferson, Lewis, 
St. Lawrence, Oswego, Clinton, Franklin, Onondaga and Madison Counties in New York. Serving the financial 
needs of more than 36,000 members, Northern Credit Union is driven to improve the financial lives of those 
we serve through empowerment and personalized solutions. Visit Northern Credit Union at 
www.mynorthern.com or call 315.782.0155 to learn more. 
 
About Countryside Federal Credit Union  
Countryside Federal Credit Union is a federally insured financial institution providing financial services to 
anyone who lives, works, worships or regularly conducts business in Onondaga County.  Countryside Federal 
Credit Union’s mission is to become its members’ primary financial institution, providing financial services of 
superior value and excellent quality, while operating on a sound financial basis, with the long-term goal of 
improving members’ economic well-being.  Visit Countryside Federal Credit Union at www.countryside.org or 
call 315.445.2300 to learn more. 
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